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were returned unopposed, and when Parliament met only the
four members of Trinity College answered the summons to the
Lower House. So much for Mr. Herbert Fisher's and Mr. Scott's
opinion that " when the scheme was put into force the Irish
would work it."
In the Northern Parliament, on the contrary, the Unionists
did better than their anticipations, winning thirty-two of the
fifty-two seats. Sir James Craig and his friends formed a Govern-
ment, strong and united; His Majesty the King opened the first
session of Parliament in person, and thus it came about, as
Carson had predicted, that the only part of Ireland to accept
Home Rule was the part which did not want it.
There Carson's political work came to an end. Northern
Ireland, at least, was settled, and the Government, as Mr.
Lloyd George boasted, was getting " murder by the throat " in
the South. With the resources at the command of the State it
could only be a question of time, or so at least Carson thought.
Almost his last speech in the House of Commons was an urgent
warning against unwise economy in the Navy, which would
expose the nation, as he predicted, to very grave danger. A few
days later he pleaded another cause near to his heart, the schools
of Ireland. " How," he asked, " could a discontented, under-
paid and half-starved body of teachers be expected to bring up
children as loyal citizens ? "
Carson still worked at the courts. Litigants were as eager as
ever for his services; but he had no longer the old confidence
in his powers* Thus, for example, he showed a friend a brief
marked four thousand guineas which he was sending back
because he had only been given ten days to prepare the case.
" I could have done it once," he said sorrowfully, "but not now."
So it came about, as was gazetted on the 24th May, 1921,
that Sir Edward Carson was appointed Lord of Appeal m
Ordinary in the room of Lord Moulton deceased. After forty-
four years of practice at the Bar, of which twenty-eight y$$#$
were in England, he might feel himself competent to fill su$k a
place. He took his seat in the House of Lords with the tj% <$
Lord Carson of Duncairn, and thought it be$t for his name and
his family that his peerage should end with his life.
Now it may be merely a coincidence that on the 24th of May,
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